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The Annual Awards Dinner 


Our Next Meeting Rob Brownstein, K6RB 
NCCC Tales and Wales 


The NCCC 2004 Awards Dinner played to an 
nel Epps, mount overflow crowd at the Tied House in Mountain 
NCCC Annual Election of Officers and View. Again, the bulk of the awards were for 
achievements in the 2003 CQP and Sweepstakes 
Board of Directors contests. Making the whole event even sweeter 
was the nearly certain knowledge that NCCC had 
Date: Monday, 12 April 2004 indeed regained the coveted SS gavel. 
Time: 6pm schmooz, 6:30pm dinner, 7:009m NCCC 
meeting & Program Because of the novel strategy proposed by Rusty, 
Location: Chevys Fresh Mex, 979-A Edgewater W6OAT, and the general feeling of enthusiasm, 
Blvd., Foster City CA 94404 (650) 572-8441 many members outdid themselves in SS 2003, 


and new categories of KB awards had to be 
created to deal with 4K, 5K, even 6K results. 
RSVP to KOBEE py 5pm Friday, 9 April 

In addition to the outstanding efforts of veteran 
club members, the new member recruiting efforts 
by W6ZZZ, ND2T, N6DE and others bore some 
amazing fruit. 


NCCC Offficers SMC may try to “bring it on” in SS 2004, but if 
President:Steve Dyer, W1SRD sdyer@interlogue.com they do, they will certainly have their work cut 
VP/CC: Al Maenchen, AD6E out for them. Congratulations, again, NCCC. 
Sec/Treas: Jignesh Desai, AD6TF You all have a right to be proud. 
jignesh_desai @ 123india.com 


Webmaster: Ovyk @ arrl.net 


Directors:Dave Curtis N6NZ 


Bill Haddon N6ZFO 
Alan Eshleman K6SRZ 


Tom Taormina KS5RC tomk5rc@aol.com 
JUG Editor: Rob Brownstein, k6rb@baymoon.com 


Rusty, W6OAT, receives his own honorary gavel as 
the inspiration for NCCC’s SS 2003 effort. 


A bottle of CQP wine for log checker, Kit, W6ISO. 


A bottle of CQP wine to Bob, N6XX, for his Top 20 
score, and new Santa Cruz County record. 


Gary, NI6T, with his KB-2000 award for 
Sweepstakes, and for setting new Monterey County 
record in CQP. 


Al, K6RIM, gets his KB-2000 award for his big 
effort from Corte Madera and the SF section. 


Va 


George, K6GT, wins a KB-2000 for his effort from 
Santa Clara. 


Ken, N6RO, holds his KB-3000 award. 


Tom, K5RC, accepts his KB-3000 for his effort 
from Nevada. 


“Mork”, K6UFO, proudly displays the KB-4000 
award won by W6YX, the Stanford Contest 
Station. 


Denny, KX7M, holds the KB-5000 award garnered 
by the Sunol Ridge group. 


NCCC Sweepstakes KB Award 


Scores 
Steve, WISRD 


Several members have asked for the complete 
KB awards list. Each and every score on this list 
contributed to our win. 


My thanks to everyone who participated! 


Special thanks to K6ENT for programming and 
calculating the complex KB math for SS. 


Let's do it again! 


The Top 20 Points Producing Operators 
(A, B, U) 
N6BV 
K7NV 
K6xxX 
W6EU 
KX7M 
WOYK 
N7MH 
AD6E 
N6DE 
N6XI 
WISRD 
K6RB 
K6RIM 
N6RO 
WZ6Z 
W6LD 
WC6H 
NU6S 
WXSS 
N6NF 


The KB Award List 


Rick Tavan, N6XI, 6615 

Oli Sweningsen, W6NV, 5661 
Stanford Amateur Radio Club, W6YX, 4408 
Brad Rulien, K6IDX, 4408 
Bob Wolbert, K6XX, 4015 

Jim Duffy, W6EU, 3897 

Tom Taormina, K5RC, 3874 
Ken Keeler, N6RO, 3868 

Bill Snider, K6KM, 3200 

Chet Jensen, W6XK, 3037 

Rob Brownstein, K6RB, 2988 
Al Maenchen, AD6E, 2973 
Kurt Andress, K7NV, 2936 
George Daughters, K6GT, 2887 
Dean Straw, N6BV, 2872 

Mike Heideman, N7MH, 2816 


John Galli, W6JZH, 2631 
Denny Sahovic, KX7M, 2559 
John Fore, W6LD, 2509 

Ed Muns, WOYK, 2444 

Dean Wood, N6DE, 2359 
Walt Wilson, N6XG, 2284 
Steve Dyer, WISRD, 2275 
Matt Thomas, WX5S, 2244 
Al Burnham, K6RIM, 2236 
Howard Brainen, WZ6Z, 2182 
Mike Shapiro, WA60, 2116 
Tom Gehman, N6NF, 2111 
Tim Coad, NU6S, 2090 

Rusty Epps, W6OAT, 2083 
Rich Cutler, WC6H, 2068 

Jim Venneman, WX6V, 2063 
Garry Shapiro, NI6T, 2010 
David Aslin, WJ60O, 2006 
Ken Anderson, K6TA, 2002 
Kent Henneuse, K6ENT, 1992 
Eric June, KU6J, 1985 

Carl Cook, AI6V, 1906 

Josh Fiden, W6XU, 1796 
Peter Jennings, AB6WM, 1759 
Dave Curtis, N6NZ, 1723 

Sue Cook, AI6YL, 1714 

Vic Bull, KF6RIP, 1714 

Dave Leeson, W6NL, 1707 
Jig Desai, AD6TF, 1692 

Bob Ferrero, W6RJ, 1603 
Dick Crouch, N6RC, 1563 
Mark Aaker, K6UFO, 1547 
Andy Faber, AE6Y, 1521 

Jeff Stai, WK6I, 1503 

Tom Berson, ND2T, 1497 
Tom Hutton, N3ZZ, 1482 
Alan Eshleman, K6SRZ, 1476 
East Bay Amateur Radio Club, W6CUS, 1476 
Rick Samoian, W6SR, 1475 
Tom Georgens, W2SC, 1402 
Dick Wilson, K6LRN, 1367 
Bob Moore, KI6IV, 1366 

Ed Schuller, K6CTA, 1329 
Ira Stoler, K2RD, 1315 

Bruce Swearingen, N6TU, 1294 
Dave Rietz, K6RC, 1278 

Bill Haddon, N6ZFO, 1271 
Barb Leeson, K6BL, 1271 
Bob Wilson, N6TV, 1254 
John Tagliaferri, KE6ZSN, 1238 
Rick Karlquist, N6RK, 1212 
Ed Radlo, AJ6V, 1183 

Doris Wong, KOBEE, 1164 
Fred Jensen, K6DGW, 1145 


Lockheed Amateur Radio Club, WA6GFY, 1140 


Russ Bentson, K6KLY, 1140 
Kelly Johnson, N6KJ, 1119 
Steve Merchant, K6AW, 1085 
Tom Schiller, N6BT, 1077 
Ken Ruddock, K6HNZ, 1063 
Barry Bettman, K6ST, 1059 
Vahe Katros, WA1QQK, 1042 


Tom Attwood, W6IXP, 1041 
Jerry Bliss, K6III, 1008 

Kit Kohlmoos, W6ISO, 986 
Bob Vallio, W6RGG, 984 
Kazu Nagoro, WR6M, 972 
Gary Caldwell, WA6VEF, 944 
Bruce Bishop, K6OY, 924 
Tom McShane, NW6P, 913 
Rich Smith, N6KT, 909 

Eric Pearson, K6EP, 828 
Patrick Mulreany, WX7M, 783 
Ron Manabe, W6RN, 770 
Scott Lieberman, W6CT, 760 


San Jose State Amateur Radio Club, W6YL, 760 


Jack Leddy, N6EM, 747 
Randy Pirtle, NR6N, 736 

John Sims, N7ON, 735 

Jeff Pawlan, WA6KBL, 735 
George Staudacher, KI6CG, 723 
Bob Frizzell, K6XV, 720 
Peter Onnigian, W6QEU, 701 
Gary Stilwell, KI6T, 692 

Ken Lewis, AK6L, 684 

Mark Schreiber, KLOWL, 663 
Dan Levin, K6IF, 656 

Rick Casey, W6RKC, 652 
Charlie Mason, W4NJK, 643 
Scotty Rathjen, W7SW, 636 
Bay Area Six Meter DX Club, W6BAZ, 634 
Bob Fenwick, K6GX, 624 

Ron Lodewyck, N6EE, 623 
Jack Troster, W6ISQ, 600 
Steve Lund, K6UM, 598 

Gary Gross, KE6QR, 596 

Bob Hervatine, W6FRH, 592 
Matt Futterman, N6PN, 568 
Ken Spalteholz, K7AO, 568 
Marina Amateur Radio Association, N6IJ, 560 
Denny Stewart, WA60EC, 548 
Kenny Silverman, K2KW, 533 
John Larson, K6AUC, 505 

Ted Algren, KA6W, 503 
Smitty Smithwick, W6CS, 481 
Doug Faunt, N6TQS, 474 
Marion Henson, W6NKR, 468 
Marc Ziegler, W6ZZZ, 455 
Tom Camey, KE6FI, 447 
Ginny Snider, N6RER, 443 
Rich Zanni, KJ6RA, 440 
Bryan Preas, AC6JT, 432 

Ron Angle, K6KY/J, 431 

Don McDougall, W6OA, 414 
Darrell Earnshaw, NR3Y, 408 
Doug Bender, WW6D, 393 
Larry Word, NF6S, 389 
George Lee, W6IWO, 386 

Jon Zweig, W6FEL, 380 

Curt Kolovson, W6RQ, 380 
Jim Singer, N6JS, 370 

Fritz Sommer, N6UK, 366 
David Wolfe, AA6XV, 366 
Kamal Mostafa, KA6MAL, 363 


Rick Huisman, N6DQ, 363 

Fred Leoni, N6 YEU, 345 
Worldradio Staff ARC, WR6WR, 342 
Pat Patterson, K60Q, 335 

Bob Frostholm, KO6LU, 327 
Ken Crandall, W6XB, 324 
Ernie Rader, W5NH, 320 

Javier Campos, NM6E, 320 
Barry Norris, NR6S, 316 

Bert Cook, K6CSL, 314 

Don Vandenberg, KG6DFM, 306 
Ralph James, N6LK, 303 

Rick Hilding, K6VVA, 294 
Jack Brindle, WA4FIB, 289 
Chip Pardini, WA6MHW, 282 
Chuck Bridges, AK6DV, 279 
Dave Smith, W6TE, 278 

John Gersbacher, K6JJ, 274 
Rich Hill, NU6T, 273 

Bob Tellefsen, N6WG, 270 
Dick Zuttermeister, N6TNX, 269 
Kevin Rowett, N6RCE, 267 
Greg Rauch, KI6CK, 265 

Don Anastasia, AA6W, 254 
Rich McAllister, K6RFM, 245 
Stan Turnbull, WA6ST, 241 
Chuck McConnell, W6DPD, 210 
Jerry Schnor, WI7F, 209 

Denny Monticelli, AE6C, 191 
George Varvitsiotes, K6SV, 185 
Barry Pfeil, K3KOA, 179 
Carlos Nascimento, NP4IW/6, 176 
Wallace Offutt, WINN, 174 

Ed Gonzlez-Fuenti, KG6NDO, 156 
George Van Lone, WL7NN, 151 
Tom Lish, N6AJR, 147 

Rem Calvin, K6BBQ, 142 

Bill Lillie, N6BCT, 139 

Bruce Lee, KD6WW, 115 

Ross Forbes, K6GFJ, 106 

Ivan Bojer, KI6L, 103 

Allan Taylor, K7GT, 102 
Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, 99 
Scott Nacey, WIMVY, 82 
Mark Marriott, WA6JIQ, 76 
John Glass, NU6P, 75 

Bob Grissom, KI7GN, 74 

John Morrice, K6MI, 60 

Jim Johnson, W6SC, 60 

Bill Maurer, WB6JJJ, 57 

Don Amyx, N6DA, 54 

Joshua Senecal, AE6IQ, 51 

Ron St. Jean, KG6CMS, 50 
David Ashworth, NC6P, 23 
Tom Nelson, W6EO, 19 

Midge Taormina, K7AFO, 17 
Steve Rogers, W7VI, 17 

James Washer, KG7HH, 17 
Bobby Dunn, N6ZB, 17 

Steve Rentmeesters, NOSR, 11 
HRO ARC, K6HRO, 10 

Bob Warmke, W6CYX, 4 


K6RIM - King of the Mountain 
By: Rob Brownstein, K6RB 


“Summit,” says the road sign. And, it is! Al, 
K6RIM, lives in a house that sits right on the 
peak of a mountain. Stand on his driveway and 
turn in a circle, and everywhere you look, the 
land slopes down. It’s the kind of site on which 
you would expect a utility company to put a 
service tower — and that’s exactly what the water 
company did. But trees and other landscaping 
hide the tank and tower surprisingly well. And, 
Al has tastefully endowed his land with 
unobtrusive antennas, so despite a very 
competent contest station, none of the esthetics is 
lost in the process. 


The view to the south from Al’s station location. 


“T’ve had lots of offers by ham friends to put up 
wires and other antennas to give me greater low- 
band presence,” Al admits, “but I won’t spoil the 
balance between my contest interest and my 
home and ground’s appearance,” he says 
decisively. And, the good news is, the man 
doesn’t have to. Just check out his score in the 
recent ARRL DX contest. His station plays. 


Now, the previous two station profile articles 
featured stations designed for SO2R and multi- 
multi operation. Al’s station has a one-seat 
cockpit and is designed for SOIR operation. His 
IC-756 Pro II feeds an Alpha 87A, and he has 
only two antennas at his disposal. One is a log- 
periodic array (LPA), with eight elements that 
covers 7-through-30 MHz. The other is a Hy- 
Gain Hy-Tower set up for 80 and 160. 


Al’s LPA covers 7 through 30 MHz. 


During contests, Al sits in a comfortable desk 
chair, wearing a Heil headset, facing a large, 
very-readable LCD monitor. One of the things 
you notice right away is the absence of wires. 
There’s no wire seemingly attached to his keyer 
paddle. There are no wires running between the 
transceiver, the amp, and the Nye Viking 
transmatch. Every piece of ham equipment is set 
into a panel, and all the wiring is hidden behind. 
Even my mother would approve of this station. 
It’s neat in the most literal sense of the word. 
(There goes my theory that neatness is inversely 
proportional to score). 


Al at the controls of his “‘wireless’’ wireless station. 


Al’s antennas are not what might be considered 
“big gun” variety. LPAs are best known for 
broadband match across a wide swath of bands. 
Gain and front-to-back, on the other hand, are 
compromised in the process (there’s no free 
lunch). The Hy-Tower is a 50-plus foot 
tower/mast combination designed to operate 
from 80 through 10, but without elevated radials, 
or a buried maze of radials, it suffers from 


relatively high ground losses, especially when 
set on poor-conducting soil (think mountaintop). 


Al works 80 and 160 with the Hy Tower vertical that has 
been bolstered with heavy strapping to handle the brutal 
winds. 


Then, there’s the wind. Ol’ Mariah has a habit of 
blasting mountaintops, and Summit Drive in 
Corte Madera is no exception. Al has a sensor on 
the tower with his LPA that feeds a large display 
in the shack, showing wind direction and speed. 


For most of us an accurate wind speed and 
direction sensor and indicator is a luxury; for Al 
it’s a necessity. 


He’s been through peak winds of well over 100 
mph and storms where sustained winds exceeded 
65 mph. “I had a short Rohn tower that was bent 
over by the wind,” he recounts illustratively. 


“And the little 1.2 GHz array that is part of 
W6CYX’s repeater network had part of it blown 
probably to Eureka in a storm,” he adds, smiling. 


So, while Al’s location is a dream in terms of 
view, elevation, and lack of obstructions, the 
price he pays is one of antenna robustness. 
“Quite frankly, not many brands of yagi can 
survive up here — I know from experience,” he 
informed me. The LPA is an M? antenna, and it 
has been damaged in severe storms. He’s had 
other yagi brands that were literally torn apart by 
the wind. The inverted-L modification he uses on 
the Hy-Tower for working 160 has also be 
damaged by wind and was recently bolstered by 
even heavier-duty strapping. 


Al’s ham history is interesting. He was licensed 
as a teenager in 1958. His “elmer” was WONEQ 
(SK), his postman who lived in the San Mateo. 
Many weekends, Al would climb on his bicycle 
and pedal down from Hillsborough to learn at the 
knee of his master. “He’s the one who first got 
me interested in DX,” Al explains. “He had a 
(Viking) Ranger, an (Collins 75)A-4, and a TA- 
33, and was a consummate CW DXer.” So, even 
as a youngster, Al joined the NCDXC to cement 
his commitment to chasing distant amateurs. He 
was the youngest in the group at that time, and, 
he adds, “The last time I looked (which was 
recently), I was still almost the youngest.” 


Like John Devoldere, ON4UN, AI sees his 
challenges going forward are more tied to 
contesting than DXing. “But, I’m still working 
up my totals on the WARC bands,” he reveals. 
Recipient of the NCCC “Rookie of the Year” 
award in 1998, though, Al has jumped into 
contesting with both hands and at least one foot. 


Practicality and esthetics are the antenna limiting 
factors at 409 Summit Drive. “And, I’m sure that 
the IC-7800 (which Al is seriously considering 
buying) won’t hear any better or make me any 
louder than the (IC-756) Pro II does now,” he 
asserts.. Al’s strategy for increasing his score is 
very straightforward. He works on incrementally 
improving his contesting skills, and on 
increasing his time in the chair. “Persistence is 
everything,” says Al. “You’ve got that right,” 
says I. 


Member News 


From KX7, here’s one of those “so you think 
you’ve got problems” photos. This is a tower 
that used to be standing on the Sunol Ridge site. 


Look for the gang at T33C around April 4". It 
will be K6SRZ and K6TQS from NCCC plus 17 
other hams. 


This from Andy, AE6Y, after a 48 hour stint at 
the Aruba station. 


The all-NCCC gang at NNO6NN for the WPX 
RTTY 2004. 


ANAHEIM, CA 
(Near Disneyland) 

933 N. Euclid St., 92801 
(714) 533-7373 

(800) 854-6046 
Janet, KL7MF, Mgr. 
anaheim@hamradio.com 


BURBANK, CA 

2416 W. Victory BI., 91506 
(818) 842-1786 

(800) 854-6046 

Eric, KAGIHT, Mgr. 

Victory Blvd. at Buena Vista 
1 mi. west I-5 
burbank@hamradio.com 


12 Store Buying Power! 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 


Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 
1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


ra 5a SAN DIEGO, CA 
5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 


IC-706MKING All Mode Transceiver, IC-756PROII All Mode Transceiver, IC-74GPRO All Mode Transceiver, IC-PW1_1kW Linear Amplifier (800) 854-6046 

* 160-10M/6M/2M/70CM* * 160-6M* @ 100W * 160-2M* @ 100W * Remote control head ean eer KeS 

° HF/6M @ 100W, 2M @ 50W, * 32 bit IF DSP * 32 bit IF-DSP * 100% Duty cycle sandiego@hamradio.com 
70CM @ 20W + 24 bit AD/DA converter + 24 bit AD/DA converter ¢ Auto antenna tuner 

¢ 107 Alphanumeric memories e Enhanced 5” color TFT ¢ Selectable IF filter shapes Can be used with ANY brand of HF Sab EE Me 5 

* CTCSS encode/decode with spectrum scope for SSB & CW Gh erHbeMtearscaler Tee ee 
w/tone scan ¢ Selectable IF filter shapes ¢ Improved 3rd order : : (408) 736-9496 

° AM, FM, WFM, SSB, CW, RTTY for SSB & CW intercept point 10M restorable with FCC license. (800) 854-6046 
w/DSP e Enhanced Rx performance ¢ CW memory keyer Howard, KE6PWH, Mgr. 

¢ And much more! ¢ And much more! ¢ And much more! So. from Hwy. 101 


sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


*Except 60M band. © 2003 Icom America Inc, The Icom logo is a registered trademark of Icom Inc. | ( O M 
All specifications subject to change without notice or obligation. 


NCCC 
1560 Klamath Drive 
Sunnyvale, CA 94087 


Check us at: 
http://www.cqp.org 
http://www.nccc.cc 


Repeaters: 


WORGG/R 147.24+ 
and 444.2 (PL107.2) 


FIRST CLASS 


